
ACHIEVEMENTS

Presentations/Webinars  
• 19 webinars and presentations were delivered 

• 3,367 individuals participated in presentations and webinars

Publication Development 
• Paper published in Ophthalmology: “Association of 

sociodemographic characteristics with pediatric vision screening 
and eye care: an analysis of the 2021 National Survey of Children's 
Health”

• Retinopathy of Prematurity Resources
• Fact Sheets

• What is ROP? 
• How is ROP Diagnosed and Treated? 
• What Do I Need to Know About My Child’s ROP and Lifelong 

Vision Health? 
• Videos: Long-form video and 15 short videos to educate families

• Solar Eclipse preschool lesson and book
• Diabetes + Your Eyes: Vision Health in Youth
• Monthly e-newsletters: Distribution August 2024= 6900+ recipients, 

representing an increase of 14% in one year. 
• Dra�ed 3 vision screening recommendations manuscripts

Presentation Highlights
O�ice HALF Hour with Dr. P. Kay Nottingham Chaplin
• Inaugurated half-hour sessions with Dr. Kay answering participant 

questions about vision screening.  300 individuals participated. 

• NCCVEH Director Donna Fishman presented to the National Academies 
of Science, Engineering and Medicine’s “Workshop on the Rise in 
Myopia: Exploring Possible Contributors and Investigating Screening 
Practices, Policies, and Programs”: Early Detection of Myopia: What We 
Know, What Else We Need to Know 

Children’s Vision Equity Alliance
Partnered with BlackDoctor.org   
for monthly interviews: “Seeing Eye 
to Eye”

Children’s vision topics: 
• Prematurity and retinopathy   

of prematurity
• Genetic testing and children’s vision
• The developing eye what to expect
• My Baby Can’t See! Why and  

What to do?
• Diabetes– No age is spared.  

What can you do?
• The eyes and sun safety
• Prepared manuscript for 

publication: “Social risk factors 
a�ecting access to pediatric eye 
health screenings in North America” 
(systematic review)

Prevent Blindness A�iliates
• Partnered on solar eclipse viewing glasses and educational 

material distribution
• Convened program sta� networking and education meetings
• Provided technical assistance
• Hosted a�iliate learning management system for Children’s 

Vision Screening Certification Courses.
• Planned for a diabetes and youth educational program

• Vision screening for homeschool 
children 

• State vision screening guidelines chart
• Education content: Blogs, posters, 

literature reviews, children’s eye  
care models

• World Sight Day tool kit in partnership 
with the National Association of 
School Nurses

• Solar eclipse lesson, book, and 
activities for preschool children

Bonnie Strickland award
• Alcon Children’s Vision 

Center– 2024

UnitedHealthCare, American Astronomical Society, 
Zenni, Johnson & Johnson, Delta Gamma Foundation, 

Andersen Foundation, Alcon Foundation, 
Regeneron, O�ice of Head Start– National Center for Health, 

Behavioral Health, and Safety

The NCCVEH creates a public health infrastructure that promotes a 
comprehensive system of vision care and eye health for all children.

The NCCVEH adopted 3 goals to guide our work in 2023 and 2024:
Goal 1: Convene a diverse group of multi-disciplinary stakeholders to partner in e�orts to promote 
and improve eye health and vision care equity and e�ective children’s vision and eye health systems. 
Sectors include healthcare, education, early childhood care and education, public health, and 
families. 

Goal 2: Increase adoption of NCCVEH guidance, data, and measures of accountability to ensure eye 
health equity and an evidence base for children’s vision and eye health policies and practices in 
communities, states, and nationally.

Goal 3: Increase adoption of evidence-based practices through the creation and delivery of 
educational programming, training, resources, and technical assistance to families; professionals in 
communities, states, and U.S. territories; national organizations; federal agencies and tribal programs.

Children’s Vision Screening Certification Course
• 408 total certified by national o�ice and 6,173 

certified by Prevent Blindness A�iliates
• Learners from 28 states + DC
• Number of children screened by learners  

trained by National o�ice = 229,576   
and 1,436,869 by the Prevent Blindness A�iliates

• 18 groups of learners were certified

Technical Assistance
• 50 requests from 21 states + DC, 7 national 

organizations and 4 international organizations

Highlights of webinars/presentations
• Children’s vision and eye health in 

Community Health Centers 

• Bridging the gap between vision 
screening referrals and eye examinations

• Improving access to eye care for children

• Emerging issues in children's vision

• Inherited retinal diseases: genetic testing  
and the pathway to diagnosis

• Roundtable discussion on retinopathy   
of prematurity

Funders

Annual Report   
9/1/23 through 8/31/24

NationalCenter.PreventBlindness.org

Hosted 10 interns. 
Project examples:

Diabetes-related Eye Disease and Mental Health

Diabetes-related eye disease can cause loss of vision. For some, loss of vision can  
lead to feelings of depression, anxiety, and loss of independence. Not everyone who 
has vision loss will experience depression or anxiety. Some individuals may notice 
a change in their desire to socialize with others, or increased frustration with the 
additional time it may take to accomplish tasks of daily living. If you do experience 
any of these symptoms, know there is help available.

Take these steps to support your mental health in addition to   
your diabetes-related eye disease:

Talk to your primary care doctor, mental health professional, or eye doctor: 
Talk to your doctor about any changes to your emotional well-being. Ask your 

life and work. Seek assistance on how to deal with the changes in your life due 
to diabetes-related eye disease. 

Seek support: Look for support groups of others who are going through 
diabetes-related eye disease. MD Support provides a list of support groups near 
you on their website, mdsupport.org/support/. These groups can help you learn 

Connect with others and the things that bring you joy: Stay connected  
with friends and family to keep you from feeling isolated. Over time, you   

obbies that  
bring you happiness. 

Exercise: Exercise can help symptoms of depression or anxiety and make you 
feel better. Talk to your health care professional to determine what exercise 
routine may work best for you, especially if you have changes to your vision due 
to diabetes-related eye disease. 

Seek vision rehabilitation: Ask your eye doctor to recommend a low vision 
specialist. The specialist can help to maximize the use of the vision you have. 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 |  3-4:30 p.m. ET via Zoom

Inherited Retinal Diseases and Children’s Vision 
and Eye Health: What You Need to Know

Register at: PreventBlindness.org/ird-webinar

Inherited retinal diseases—or IRDs—are a group of diseases that can cause severe vision 
loss or even blindness. This webinar will focus on children living with an IRD. Topics  
covered will include causes, diagnosis, genetic testing, treatment (including gene therapy), 
and support for children and families. Learn more at Inherited Retinal Diseases - Prevent 
Blindness.

Target audiences for this webinar include parents and families, school nurses, Head Start 
and other early childhood program staff, Early Intervention and special education 
professionals, Teachers of Students with Visual Impairments, state vision rehabilitation staff, 
parent and patient support organizations, primary care providers, and eye care providers.

This webinar was made possible by the 
generous support from Janssen.

Donna Hunt Hodge, MBA, Director of Marketing, Retina Gene Therapies,    
Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson & Johnson

Arlene Drack, MD, Ronald Keech Professor of Pediatric Genetic Eye Disease Research, 
Director, Electrophysiology, Institute for Vision Research, Department of Ophthalmology 
and Visual Sciences, University of Iowa

Sherry Day, OD, FAAO, Clinical Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences 
Section Leader, Vision Care, Contact Lens and Low Vision Rehabilitation,   
University of Michigan

Kari Branham, MS, CGC, Clinical Assistant Professor, Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences 
and Genetic Counselor, Inherited Retinal Dystrophy Clinic, University of Michigan

Mariagrazia Buttitta, MA, NCC, Patient with Cone Dystrophy, and national Certified 
Counselor, author, motivational speaker, career coach, wellness and health enthusiast,  
and a passionate mental health and disability advocate

Allison Galloway, FNP-C, MS, SA, Parent of two children with LCA13,     
a childhood degenerative retinal disease and certified Family Nurse Practitioner,   
master’s prepared in Food and Science, and a certified Surgery Assistant

Speakers:


